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canal in spite of warning, and thus raised a blockade
that had lasted for weeks.

The city of Manila lies upon the eastern side of
Manila Bay, some twenty-five miles from the en-
trance, with the headland of Sangley Point and the
naval station of Cavite five miles nearer. At all
these places there were shore batteries, which added
materially to the problem that our squadron had to
solve. The batteries on the water-front of the city
had thirty-nine heavy guns, four 9.4, four 5.5, two
5.9, two 4.7 breech-loading rifles; nine 8,3 muzzle-
loading mortars; eighteen 6.3 muzzle-loading rifles;
and eight breech-loading Krupp field-pieces. At
Sangley Point was a battery with two 5.9 breech-
loading rifles and at Canacao one 4.7 breech-loading
rifle. These three guns and three of the Manila
batteries fired on our ships during the engagement.
It will be noted that four guns of the Manila bat-
teries being over 9-inch were larger calibre than any
on board our ships.

Before reaching the entrance to Manila Bay there
is another bay which might be made an invaluable
aid to the protection of the capital and its harbor
from naval attack. This is Subig Bay, situated
thirty miles to the northward of Corregidor and di-
rectly upon the flank of any enemy threatening Ma-
nila. With this strategic point effectively occupied,
no hostile commander-in-chief would think of pass-
ing it and leaving it as a menace to his lines of com- he steamed through theowed to theappui. The risks taken were enormous but
